3i4	THE GOLDEN LOTUS
They drank tea and Vice-President An went away.
Hsi-m£n Ch'ing went to Lady Lin's house and sent in his
card. Wang III came out to receive him and took him to the
great hall. Above the place of honour hung a golden scroll
with the words: 'The Hall of Loyalty Continuing.' There
were other scrolls on either side. One said, 'The Wind and
Frost wear down the mighty Trees', and the other, 'Mountains
and Rivers, Girdles and Whetstones are always new'.
Wang III made a reverence to Hsi-mgn Ch'ing and asked
him to take the place of honour. Tea was brought, and he
himself handed it. After tea they talked for a while until dinner
was served. Two boys sang to them.
"Will you not ask her Ladyship to come?" Hsi-m£n Ch'ing
'said.
Wang III sent a servant to invite his mother te join them.
Very soon the servant returned. "Her Ladyship asks that
you will go to the inner court to see her," he said.
Wang III asked Hsi-men Ch'ing to go, and Hsi-men asked
Wang III to lead the way. So they went to the hall.
Lady Lin was wearing pearls and ornaments on her head,
a scarlet, straight-sleeved gown, and a girdle decorated with
gold and green jade. She wore a silken skirt embroidered
with the design of the hundred flowers. Her face was powdered
till it was as white as silver. Hsi-men Ch'ing prepared to
make a reverence to her and asked her to take the place of
honour. "You are my guest," she said. "The place of honour
is due to you." Finally, they made equal reverences, and sat
down.
"My young son," Lady Lin said, "is very inexperienced.
He was unfortunate enough to incur your displeasure but
you were generous and punished the fellows who led him
astray. I don't know how to thank you. I have prepared this
very simple entertainment for you, but I feel that really I
should kotow. Why have you sent me presents? I shall feel
embarrassed if I accept them, and lacking in courtesy if I
decline them."
"I had to go to the Eastern Capital on duty," Hsi-m£n
Ch'ing said, "I could not come to congratulate you on your
birthday. These trifling presents you speak of are really
intended for your servants."

